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AGENDA

• Overview of PA HAN 694
• Recommended Routine IPC Practices

• Recommended IPC Practices for Exposed or COVID + Residents

• Additional Considerations for LTC

• Examples of Facility Practices

• New PA-HANs: Snapshots of 700 and 701

• Discussion and Questions



The PHE Ended…but that doesn’t mean the Pandemic has!

• COVID has not gone away just because the public health emergency has

• There may be higher amounts of transmission if a case is detected due to the easing of previous 
pandemic measures such as: universal source control, admission testing, etc. 

• Facilities should have plans in place to address COVID response going forward
• In meetings with the Rise partners, PA DOH has stressed that facilities establish their own policies/procedures 

based off of CDC recs and follow them

• PA HANs are based off of the CDC recommendations; facilities can use these to guide 
plans/policies/protocols

• This PP is meant to highlight the most current Infection Control recommendations from PA HAN 694; 
there have not been many changes from the prior recommendations but there are a few areas to note:

• Cessation of previously reported CDC community transmission data
• The need to identify which metrics will guide response efforts going forward
• Updated implementing source control recs based on risk, including an appendix for broad use
• Updated admission testing recommendations; now at the discretion of facility



PA-HAN 694 - Recommended Routine IPC Practices



PA-HAN 694 - Recommended Routine IPC Practices - continued



PA-HAN 694 - Recommended IPC Practices for Exposed or 
COVID + Residents



PA-HAN 694 - Recommended IPC Practices for Exposed or 
COVID + Residents - cont. 



PA-HAN 694 - Additional Considerations for LTC



Facility Examples of IPC Interventions

• General IPC Practices/Education
• Increased IPC education through huddles and IPC auditing
• Additional HCP training on standard precautions
• Signage around expected IPC facility practices at entrance 
• Admission pamphlet education on facility COVID practices
• Establishing IPC champs on units to help educate/audit
• Establishing an IPC committee for information sharing; identify 

who is monitoring HANs

• Vaccination
• Huddles to discuss vaccines
• Vaccine clinics on site
• Patient and family education bulletins/pamphlets

• COVID screening
• Electronic screening machines
• Signage at entrance
• Paper questionnaires

• Source Control/ Universal PPE
• Use widely during outbreaks
• Require universal N95 on units of outbreaks
• Use surgical masks if you may have been exposed
• Discussion around using from Oct-March (during respiratory season)
• Checking burn rate and establishing foundational knowledge of 

conservation strategies
• Post visual steps for PPE don/doff

• Indoor air quality/engineering controls
• Poly barriers at reception desks
• Air scrubbing machines 
• Considering enhanced disinfection technology such as UV lights
• Increase air filtration with dedicated portable air filtration systems, 

open windows, fans with directional flow to remove pathogens in 
building to open air if possible

• General COVID testing
• Continue admission testing
• Stocking up on testing supplies
• Obtaining a CLIA waiver for in house testing
• Consider outsourcing of testing if affecting daily operations

• Outbreak response
• Crafting outbreak policies with clearly defined roles
• Crafting a communication list with DOH contacts for reporting
• Opting to go straight to unit-based testing when a positive is 

identified
• Suspending communal activities when positives are identified
• Increased high touch surface cleaning during times of outbreak
• Practice IPC outbreaks/ tabletop drills
• Designate visitation to resident rooms only or outdoors if able
• Implement isolation and quarantine zones
• Limiting admissions during times of large outbreaks
• Consider empiric TBP/isolation during times of high outbreaks
• Consider use of flexible scheduling or cross trained staff to fill in vacancies



PA-HAN-700 - Updated Reporting Requirements for COVID-19 
following the end of the PHE (released 6/5/23)

• This guidance is intended to replace HAN 633 and HAN 635, and serve as an update to HAN 680

• COVID is no longer a mandated reportable condition in PA with the end of the PHE in almost all 
counties

• Reporting of suspected or confirmed communicable diseases is currently mandated under PA state law
• PA DOH requests that labs and other reporters continue to voluntarily report in PA-NEDSS
• Labs /other reporters should stop reporting negative COVID results
• COVID-19 remains a reportable condition in the following counties: Philadelphia, Montgomery ad Allegheny
• Outbreak reporting remains a requirement

• The following reporting requirements continue:
• Completing the Report of Death for COVID-19 in the Electronic Death Registration System (EDRS)
• Mandatory reporting of COVID-19 vaccination data into the Commonwealth’s immunizations information systems 

(PhilaVax for Philadelphia, PA-SIIS for the remainder of the Commonwealth)

• CMS certified long-term care facilities (LTCF) are required to report to the LTCF COVID-19 Module 
Surveillance Pathways (Resident Impact and Facility Capacity, Staff and Personnel Impact, and 
Therapeutics) on a weekly basis.



PA-HAN-701 - Outbreak Identification and Reporting  (released 6/5/23)

• The recommendations for outbreak identification and reporting are designed to supplement general IPC 
recommendations in PA-HAN-694 and case reporting guidance in PA-HAN-700. This advisory replaces PA-HAN-
540 

• Outbreaks of COVID-19 in healthcare settings are reportable to the DOH Bureau of Epidemiology

• COVID-19 surveillance procedures should be outlined in a written policy and implemented to identify clusters; 
policy should include the following:

• Identifying/ Tracking exposures to COVID-19 in pts and staff
• Identifying/ Tracking COVID s/s in pts/staff
• Identifying/ Tracking confirmed and probable cases
• Alerting the facility’s IPC program of outbreaks 

• Outbreak definitions
• HAN gives a table with facility-specific outbreak definitions (see next slide for table)
• HAN confirms outbreaks can close when no additional cases have been identified after 14 days from previous case.

• Outbreak Reporting
• Report COVID-19 outbreaks in healthcare settings by calling your local health jurisdiction or PA DOH at 1-877-PA-HEALTH 

(1-877-724-3258)
• Facilities are not required to report every new case of COVID-19 once an outbreak is identified. Only an initial report of a new

outbreak.
• This Outbreak reporting does not replace other required or voluntary reporting such as COVID cases, admissions or capacity 

data as required by state and federal agencies
• This Outbreak reporting does not replace the electronic reporting of COVID results in NEDSS



PA-HAN-701 - Outbreak Identification and Reporting (continued)



Available COVID-19 Data Sources (plus one non-COVID data source )

• Respiratory Virus Hospitalization Surveillance Network (RESP-NET)
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/resp-net/dashboard.html

• Respiratory Virus Laboratory Emergency Department Network Surveillance (RESP-LENS) 
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/resp-lens/dashboard.html

• CDC COVID Data Tracker 
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_new-admissions-rate-county

• NON-COVID: National Respiratory and Enteric Virus Surveillance System (NREVSS) 
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/resp-net/dashboard.html
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/resp-lens/dashboard.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_new-admissions-rate-county
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/index.html


Let's Discuss! 
Remember - The Best Learning We Do is from Each Other!

• What are your Questions?

• What are your Successes?

• What are your Challenges?

• Do you have any Topic Suggestions?

• We want to hear what your IPC needs/interests are for LTC Rise 2.0! Please take our 
survey! https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RKW7DRG

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RKW7DRG


References and Helpful Resources

• PAHAN 694 - https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/HAN/2023-694-5-11-UPD-
IPC%20for%20Healthcare.pdf

• CMS End of PHE - QS0-23-13-ALL (cms.gov)

• CDC IPC Core Practices - https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/core-
practices/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fhicpac%2Frecommendatio
ns%2Fcore-practices.html

• CDC LTC Site - https://www.cdc.gov/longtermcare/index.html

• NETEC LTC Resources - https://netec.org/education-training/covid-19-educational-resources-
training/long-term-care/

• CMS CLIA Waiver Guidance - https://www.cms.gov/regulations-and-
guidance/legislation/clia/downloads/howobtaincertificateofwaiver.pdf

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/HAN/2023-694-5-11-UPD-IPC%20for%20Healthcare.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-23-13-all.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/core-practices/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fhicpac%2Frecommendations%2Fcore-practices.html
https://www.cdc.gov/longtermcare/index.html
https://netec.org/education-training/covid-19-educational-resources-training/long-term-care/
https://www.cms.gov/regulations-and-guidance/legislation/clia/downloads/howobtaincertificateofwaiver.pdf
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