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Agenda

• Vaccines
• Overview
• General Considerations
• Education
• Fall Readiness

• In the News- Listeria Outbreak

• Questions and Discussion
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Vaccines – Overview
• Vaccines work with the body’s immune defenses to reduce the complications from diseases 

• The use of vaccines may also reduce the need for antimicrobials (by reducing the chance of acquiring a disease and needing 
treatment!)

• Per CDC- thousands of adults get sick each year from preventable diseases; some are hospitalized, and some may even die

• There are multiple vaccines available to prevent disease or complications of disease; some important ones for the LTC community 
include:

•Seasonal Influenza vaccine
•Pneumonia vaccine
•Shingles vaccine
•Tetanus, Diphtheria and Pertussis (TDaP) vaccine
•COVID-19 vaccine
•RSV vaccine
•Hepatitis B vaccine if comorbidities warrant (such as ESRD, diabetes)

• CDC provides the following information about appropriate vaccines 
•Adult vaccination information here: Adult Vaccination | CDC
•Adult Vaccine Assessment Tool: The Adult Vaccine Quiz | CDC
•Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP): ACIP Vaccine Recommendations | CDC
•Vaccines by Disease: Recommended Vaccines by Disease | CDC MC

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/adults/index.html
https://www2.cdc.gov/nip/adultimmsched/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/vaccines-diseases.html


Vaccines – Overview (cont.)
• RSV Vaccine

• Can prevent lower respiratory tract disease caused by Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)
• Single dose recommended for adults 60 years and older based on SHARED DECISION MAKING
• Shared decision making= not necessarily recommended for EVERYONE of a certain age or risk, rather individually by an informed decision 

process between provider and resident (or power of attorney)
• May be given at the same time as other vaccines

• INFLUENZA Vaccine
• Can prevent influenza or complications from influenza including severe infection, death and or hospitalizations
• Recommended every flu season
• CDC and ACIP recommend use of higher-dose flu vaccines for people > 65 years

• Higher dose of antigen in the vaccine = a better immune response leading to better protection against flu
• Per CDC- People 65 years and older are at increased risk of developing serious complications and account for the majority of flu 

hospitalizations and deaths
• May be given at the same time as other vaccines (fall planning considerations may include prioritizing flu vaccines)

• COVID Vaccine - New seasonal vaccine to be determined, but for now…..
• Everyone aged 6 years and older should get 1 updated Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to be "up-to-date"
• Adults aged 65 years and older may get a 2nd dose of updated Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine

• 2nd dose= at least 4 months after the last
• May be given at the same time as other vaccines (fall planning considerations may include vaccine availability and individual resident assessment)
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Vaccines – General Considerations
•Establish a vaccine supply (work with your pharmacist/pharmaceuticals supplier)

•Educate staff, family, and visitors on the importance of vaccines.

•Ensure proper storage and administration of vaccines (temperature, expiration, etc.)

•Ensure proper storage and use of vaccine supplies (single use syringes, clean area, safe disposal, etc.)

•Familiarize yourself with the current CDC vaccine recommendations for each disease

•Familiarize yourself with the documentation needed after vaccine administration (Vaccine information 
statement (VIS), consent, date of administration, who administered and where, manufacturer, lot 
number & expiration date)

•Incorporate protocols for management of anaphylactic allergy after a vaccination

•Report any adverse effects to the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)
LG



Vaccines - Education

Vaccination Resources for Adult Patients with Chronic Conditions | CDC

THE CDC REFERENCES THE SHARE ACRONYM FOR ADULT EDUCATION

S - SHARE the tailored reasons why the recommended vaccine is right for the resident given his or her age, 
health condition (such as diabetes or COPD), lifestyle, occupation, or other risk factors

H - HIGHLIGHT positive experiences with vaccines (personal or in your facility), as appropriate, to reinforce the 
benefits and strengthen confidence in vaccination

A - ADDRESS resident questions and concerns about the vaccine, including side effects, safety, and vaccine 
effectiveness in plain and understandable language

R - REMIND residents that vaccines protect them and their loved ones from many common and serious diseases

E - EXPLAIN the potential costs of getting the disease, including serious health effects, time lost

Vaccination Resources for Educating Adult Patients | CDC

Vaccination handouts and educational materials for patients and healthcare professionals (immunize.org)

LG

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-patients/health-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-patients/adults-all.html
https://www.immunize.org/handouts/


Vaccines – Fall Readiness
PLANNING/PRE-CLINIC CONSIDERATIONS

 Product supply/ordering

 Staffing/roles/staff education

 Family and resident communication/education

 Equipment needed for storage/handling

 Protocols for emergency situations/ adverse reactions

 Layout/flow of clinic (if applicable) or plans if residents 
can’t come to clinic

 Policies on safe injection practices

 How data will be documented and managed (charting, 
med history, consent forms, etc.)

ACTIVE/POST- CLINIC CONSIDERATIONS

 Appropriate screening (contraindications, etc.) and consent

 Safe handling and disposal of needles and syringes

 Appropriate storage and handling of vaccines

 Facts sheets (VIS)/education/cards being distributed

 Good IP practices (HH, safe injection practices, etc.)

 Appropriate documentation of each vaccine

 Residents observed post-vaccination

 Report adverse reactions to the Vaccine Adverse Event 
Reporting System (VAERS)

LG



FYI - In The News....
• CDC is investigating a Listeria outbreak linked to kosher soft serve ice cream and is advising long-term care facilities, hospitals 
and other institutions to not serve any flavors of “Soft Serve On The Go” ice cream cups. 

• One sick person in this outbreak was served this ice cream cup while residing in a long-term care facility.

• Listeria was found in a “Soft Serve On The Go” ice cream cup collected from another sick person’s freezer, and laboratory 
scientists are working to determine if it is the outbreak strain of Listeria. 

• On August 9, Real Kosher Ice Cream recalled all flavors of their “Soft Serve On The Go” ice cream cups. Recalled ice cream cups 
were distributed nationwide to multiple long-term care facilities, grocery stores, and other retail locations. 

• The Department of Health is asking that LTCFs review all freezer stock and discard recalled product.

• Per CDC- Symptoms usually start within 2 weeks after eating food contaminated with Listeria, but may start as early as the same 
day, or as late as 10 weeks after.

• Pregnant people usually have fever, muscle aches, and tiredness. Listeria can cause pregnancy loss, premature birth, or a 
life-threatening infection in their newborn

• People who are not pregnant usually have fever, muscle aches, and tiredness. They may also get a headache, stiff neck, 
confusion, loss of balance, or seizures.

• Report Listeriosis or any outbreak concerns to your Bureau of Epidemiology contact or your local health 
department, or by calling 1-877-PA-HEALTH. 

• For more information, please visit: Listeria Outbreak Linked to Ice Cream | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/listeria/outbreaks/ice-cream-08-23/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/real-kosher-ice-cream-recalls-soft-serve-go-cups-because-possible-health-risk
https://www.cdc.gov/listeria/outbreaks/ice-cream-08-23/index.html


Let's Discuss! 
Remember - The Best Learning We Do is from Each Other!

• What are your Fall Vaccine Clinic Plans?

• What are your Successes?

• What are your Challenges?

• Do you have any Questions or Topic Suggestions?
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References and Helpful Resources
• CDC ACIP Vaccine Recommendations and Guidelines
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/index.html

• CDC Immunization Education & Training
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/immunization-mmwrs/index.html

• PA DOH Immunizations
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/Immunizations.aspx

• CDC Adult Education
Vaccination Resources for Adult Patients with Chronic Conditions | CDC
Vaccination Resources for Educating Adult Patients | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/immunization-mmwrs/index.html
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/Immunizations.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-patients/health-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-patients/adults-all.html


WE ARE 
HERE FOR 
YOU!

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT US!

• Mary Catanzaro :
mcatanzaro@haponline.org

• Lauren Geary :
lgeary@haponline.org

mailto:mcatanzaro@haponline.org
mailto:lgeary@haponline.org
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